Blue Moon Rising

In my stories, David and Maddie are
married and have a baby.

ACT |
DAVID’S OFFICE

Bert sitting at David's desk, lean-
ing back in the chair as if he owns
the office. An attractive young
lady is sitting across the desk from
him. They are both smiling and
obviously enjoying their conversa-
tion.

Woman: You're doing me a big
favor, Bert.

Bert (full of himself): My pleas-
ure. I'm at your disposal. And |
think | can safely say that you may
have the run of our humble abode.
That is, of course, once | get the
final approval from my supervisor.

Woman: Imagine. Getting the
chance to see a real detective
agency up close.

Bert (boasting): It'sreadlly theonly
way you can get to the nitty gritty
where it's all happening. And if |
do say so myself, this modest little
operation has been right in the
thick of it.

Cut to AGNES DESK

She is trying to work at her desk,
but keeps glancing at David's
office door until, finally, with an air
of determination, she walks over
and knocks on the door.

Bert (from behind the door):
Comein.
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Agnes cautiously opens the door,
and peeks in the office.

Agnes. Bert, may | speak with you
for aminute, please?

Bert, obviousdy annoyed at her,
politely excuses himself to his guest
as he follows her out the door.

Cut to OUTSIDE DAVID'S
OFFICE

The two of them are in silhouette,
taking the same pose David and
Maddie have taken so many times
outside that same door.

Agnes. Bert, please listen to me.
I’m telling you, thisis a bad idea.
Mr. Addison isn't going to like it,
and | know Ms. Hayes wouldn’'t
like it either.

Bert: Agnes, will you please let
me handle this?

Agnes. You are going to get his
okay on this, aren’'t you?

Bert: Of coursel am.

Agnes. W, I’'m just warning youl.
Even if you do tak Mr. Addison into
this, you're both going to have some
explaining to do when Ms. Hayes
gets back. Why don't you just forget
the whole thing?

Bert: Agnes, this is business. You
just can’'t admit that it was my knack
for being in the right place and that
"seize the moment" attitude that
brought this great fortune right to our
doorstep. Now, if you'll excuseme, |
have a guest waiting.
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Agnes. Yeah. And that great for-
tune is pretty good looking, isn’t
she?

Bert: Agnes, she'sjust akid. She's
young enough be my...younger
cousn. And besdes she's got a
boyfriend, okay? Thisisgtrictly busi-
ness.

Agnes. You just seem alittle anx-
ious to make her your business.

Bert looksat her disgustedly, then walks
back into David's office, and cdloses the
door. Agnes, exacerbated, goes back to
her dek. Just asshedtsdown, she sees
David walk padt the "Blue Moon™ Sgn
on the window and quickly buzzes
David'sofficeto Sgnd Bert.

David: Morning, Ms. Dipesto.

Agnes. Good Morning, Mr. Addison.
Did Ms. Hayes and the baby get off

okay?

David (chuckles): Yesh. Judt left last
night, and she's dready cdled twice,
and left me notes dl over the house
telling me what not to touch.

Agnes Gosh! What an honor being a
judge a a beauty pageant! Judt like
sesadal | think she'sjust worried
about leaving you done. That's dl.

David: Yeeh, | guessshedidn’t watch
much of the fourth season. Agnes, how
can anyone get so worked up about a
two day seminar on hair and make up?

Agnes | dunno. But | bet she's excit-
edtoseed| her oldfriends. And, being
in Chicago, her mom and dad will get
to see the baby.
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David: Yesah, just 30 she doesn't enjoy
basking inthelimelight again too much.
Then again, | guess we could dways
meke her Miss Blue Moon...\Wonder
where we can get a ded on a second
hand crown?

As he dats towards his office, Agnes
reachesover her desk, and grabshisarm.

Agnes Oh, Mr. Addison!

David (taken aback): Ms. Dipesto.
Don't worry. We I lift one off a prom
queen if we haveto.

Agnes No. It'sjud | think | should
tel you...

Cut to DAVID’S OFHCE DOOR

Bert rushes out and hurries over to
David and Agnes, taking David by the
right arm. Agnesboltsaround her desk,
taking his|éft.

Bert (gently tugging his am): |
thought | heard your voice. Mr.
Addison, | need to...

Agnes (gently tugging the other am):
We were in the middle of something,
Bert.

David: Okay, somebody makeawish
here.

Bert: Mr. Addison, | redly need to
Speek to you. Could we go into Ms.
Hayes office?

David (puzzled, nodding towards his
office): What is Agnes fumigating in
there again?

Bet leads David by the am into
Maddi€'s office, passng by the office
gaff. In unison, they look at Bert and
David and sheke their heads disgp-
provingly. Agnes gives up and hope-
lesdy watches them walk passed her.
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David (turnsback to the Saff, clapping
twice): Ligen up, clasd Therésasub-
ditute teecher today. The test has been
postponed, and theré's no homework
tonight!  So, put the books away, and
let's dart making those paper air-
planed

The saff chears as David and Bert
wak into Maddie soffice. Asthe door
closes behind them, we hear the music
dart to play, "Ceebrate Good Times..."

David: Look, Bert, youcan't haveher
office. Shell only be gone acouple of
daysthistime.

Bert: Mr. Addison, s, I’ ve got unbe-
lievable news  Opportunity knocked,
and | wasthereto answer it.

David: Never open the door to
drangers, Bert.

Bert: I've taken it upon mysdf to
reach my beyond my regular duties as
your loyd and faithful servant... your
right hand man... To reach into that
reservoir of skills that you have honed
inme...To think outsde the box...

David: This is a short story, Bert.
Jump into it with both feet.

Bert: I'msorry, Sr. But do you know
who is gtting in your office as we
speak? Only areporter for one of the
most widdly read publications in the
nation.

David: A reporter? What'sareporter
doing here?

Bert: Wdl, I'm not exactly sure
reporter istheright word. Maybe she
sad writer... Anyway, she wants to
write about Blue Moon.

David: Been cruisng the "frat" par-
tiesagain, Bert? Probably working on

her term paper.

Bert: No. No. | wasat the bookstore.
We met in the Periodicds section.
And, as fate would have it, there she
was. Our hands met as we both
reached for the last copy of "Filesand
Scandals on the Rich and Filthy" on
the shelf.

David just looks at him and ralls his
eyes.

Bert: Research purposes. Anyway,
we got to talking, and | told her I'm a

detective...

David: And shefdl forit? That'sthe
oldest pick up linein the world. | told
youto stay away from the coeds, Bert.
Too brainy. They think too much.

Bert (not realy hearing him): Mr.
Addison, you may want to St down
for this next part, because when you
hear where sheworks...

David: I'm braced, Bert. Where?

Bert: Well, to tell you the truth, gr,
I'm not actudly sure. The conversa-
tion was moving pretty fast. But her
name is Allison Parker, and | know
I'm sure the words "Time" or
"Newsweek" were uttered. Or maybe
it was "Life" Are they 4ill in bus-
ness? Anyway, shewantsto interview
me! Ud

David: Maybe she sad "Us', as in
"Weekly"... Sounds like love to me.
But, unless| missed an episode, aren't
you ill...

Bert: Look, it'slikel told Agnes, this
is grictly business. Didn't you hear
me, Sr? "Time" or "Newsweek!"

David: Bert, it'snot that | doubt you,
but it's alittle hard to believe that any
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of those big guns could be so desper-
ate for materid. Why us?

Bert: Who cares, 9r? The point is,
think of the publicity. The nationa
exposure. I’'m going to give her the
low down onwhat it'sliketo beared
detective.

David: Andwho'sgoingto giveitto
you?

Bert: | think I've gained enough
knowledge during my tenure here to
give her an extensve interview on the
subject of investigative methods and
techniques. | might even be able to
regale atrue-to-life story as a supple-
ment to the more standard text book
materid. That is, if it meetswith your
approvad. | mean, seeing as you and
Ms. Hayes do run Blue Moon...

David: | gottatel ya, Bertie. I'm
not sure the Blonde would go for this.
It's taken a lot of sweet and fancy
footwork to creste even theillusion of
a busness here... flimsy as it is. It
wouldn't take much digging to blow
our cover. Not that she hasn't dready
had her share of covers, you know.
I’'m just not sure she's looking that
kind of exposure anymore.

Bet looks a him like a wounded
puppy.

David (seeing hisreaction): All right,
ligten...

Bert looks hopefully again.

David: | probably got rocks in my
head, but seeing as how you don’'t get
many chancesto play Private Eye...

Bert: | haveyour blessng?
David: If you can weave a detective
gory out of thissorry place, go out there,
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andsoinayan. Spinlotsof yarn. But let
mewanyd, it might tekealot of bals

Bert (dl smiles): No problem there,
Thank you, Sr.

Heturns to leave Maddi€'s office.

David: Hey, just one thing ...Don't
lay it on too thick, okay, Bert?
Nothing I’m going to be sorry for. You
get me?* Causeif you do, it'sgoing to
be the Wrath of Blonde for both of us.

Bert nods, but David doesn't look
completely convinced as he watches
Bert wak out.

COMMERCIAL

ACT Il
MADDIE SHOUSE

We see aclose up of the downstairs
phone ringing when David rushes
into the picture, ready for work, tie
loose around his neck.

David (picking up the phone, out
of breath): | told you never to call
me here. What if my wife answers?

Cut to MADDIE on the other end
of the phone.

Maddie: You're still there. . .

David (smiling): Oh, it's you!
Things must be picking up there.
I’ve haven't talked to you in almost
an hour.

Maddie: | was just thinking some
more about this Viola thing. It
doesn’'t make sense. Why would
they want to talk to him? To us? It
must be some kind of joke.

David: You got me. They were hud-
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dled up al day yesterday. She's
going to need a neck brace if she
cocks her head anymore sideways.

Maddie: We run the agency,
David, not Mr. Viola. Why don’t
you just tell him, "No?"

David: Well, for onething, it gives
him something to do, and for
another, it keeps him out of my
office. | should have gotten him
involved in a project years ago.

Maddie: | just wonder what he's
telling her.

David: Like | sad, Maddie, | told
himto play it cool. Soundslikethisis
just some kid reporter who's playing
Viola's ego like a drum. The worst
that could happen is he might get
himself engaged, and he'd have
some explaining to do to Agnes.

Maddie: Even so, alot of people
read both those magazines. If
you're going let him do this, you're
going to have stay on him. | mean
it, David.

David: | got it under control. But, if
it'll make you fed better, I'll seeif |
can arrange a little chitchat. Now,
will you go and enjoy yourself?

Maddie: I'll try.

David: | was about to say, "See
you tomorrow night,” but I’'m sure
I'll be talking to you again in an
hour or so.

Maddie (smiles): All right. I'll quit
worrying. Just be good ‘til 1 get
there.

David (smiles): That's not going to
be much fun, but I'll try to do it for
you. Bye.

He puts down the phone and heads
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out the door singing "Sugar Pie,
Honey Bunch... | can't help
myself..."

Cut to BLUE MOON OFFICE.

We see a close up of a hand on a
phone and then see Agnes raise the
receiver to her ear.

Agnes:

Blue Moon Investigations.

Read all about it!

[t's coming out soon.

WEe'll soon be in print

But don’t look in the cartoons.
The Good. The Bad. The Ugly, too.
The whole story will be there

So, here’'s hoping you don’t sue.

Agnes. Oh, hello, Ms. Hayes. No.
No lawsuit yet, Ms. Hayes. No,
he's not in yet ...Yes, she'sin there
talking to Bert again. Do you want
to leave a message for Mr.
Addison? Okay, I'll tell him.
Good-bye, Ms. Hayes.

David waks in as she puts the
phone down.

Agnes. Good Morning, Mr.
Addison. Ms. Hayes just cdled.
She's seems alittle... anxious today.

David (checking his watch): Not
even an hour this time. She's extra
jumpy today. Must have had asecond
cup of coffee. So, what'd she say?

Agnes. Not much. Just that she's
glad we're not being sued, and she
wants you to call her.

David (shakes his head): Thanks,
Agnes.

He heads towards his office.

Cut to INSIDE DAVID’S OFFICE
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Bert and Allison are sitting on the
couch talking.

Bert: Thisplace was nothing but a
hole in the wall of the investigative
world when we came in and gave it
life ...It was that tenacity ...That
perseverance ...

Allison (interrupting): I’ve got it!
"The Man Behind the Man." What
an angle!

Bert (uncertain): Well, | don't

know if I'd...

Bert and Allison look up as David
opens his office door. Agnes hurries
up behind David in the doorway.

Agnes. I'm sorry, Mr. Addison, |
forgot to tell you that your officeis
being used again.

Bert: It's okay, Agnes. | wanted
Allison to meet Mr. Addison, anyway.

Bert and Allison both stand to greet
David, as Bert does the introduc-
tions.

David: Niceto meet you.

Allison: Mr. Addison, I've been
hearing a lot about you.

David (looking at Bert suspicious-
ly): Oh, really?

Bert is silent.

Allison: | certainly have. Bert has
been so great, telling me al about
the Blue Moon story. The day to
day intrigue and all the thrilling
cases he's solved... with your help,
of course.

David looks at Bert again. Bert

looks away, embarrassed.

Bert: Wdl, thisisredly ateam effort,
Allison. No question about that.

Allison: Of course. And I’ve met
Ms. Dipesto and the others. Thisis
really an offbeat place.

David: | guess that’'s one way to
put it.
Allison:  Mr. Addison, Bert told

me he wasn't here from the very
beginning, so | was hoping you
might be able to fill in some of the
gaps. Would you be willing to sit
for an interview?

Bert looks at her as though his nose
isalittle out of joint.

David: Wadl, sure. Anything | can
tell you... But I'm sure Bert here has
dready told you the best parts. Even
better than the things that redly hap-

pened.

Allison: Great. Do you have time
right now? Or whenever you can...

David: Now'sasgood atime asany.
Have a sedt.

Bert snks down in his seat, dgjected,
asAllison garts to interview David.

Allison: So, how long have you been
in busness?

David: Let's see, as Blue Moon,
coming up on Sx years, | guess.
Started out as City of Angdls, but we
re-named it once Maddie got here.

Allison: That's interesting. And how
long have you worked here?

David (smiles): Forever. At leadt it
seemslikeit.

Allison laughs as she takes notes.
Then there is a knock a the door.
Agnes gticks her head in.

Agnes. Mr. Addison, it's Ms. Hayes
again.
David: I'm sorry. | better takethis. |
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don’t like her to get too exercised over
long distance.

Allison (looking a her watch): That's
okay. | redly should get going any-
way. I'vegot aclass.

AsAllison turns her back to gather her
things, David gives Bert aquestioning
look. Bert shrugs.

Allison: Could | come back this after-
noon so we can continuge, Mr.
Addison?

David: Sure. Stop by anytime.
Allison: Thanks. | will.

She gtarts to leave the office and then
turns back almogt as an afterthought.

Allison: Oh, thanks, Bert. Maybel’ll
seeyou later, too.

Bert (dgected): Right.

They both leave David's office as he
picks up the phone.

David (into his phone): I'm
impressed. | didn’t think you could
hold out this long.

Cut to MADDIE

Maddie We retaking an early flight.
We'reduein at 7:10 tonight.

David: You rewhat?Aren’'t you sup-
posed to be in the center ring at the

beauty stroll tonight?

Maddie They can get an dternate.
We can't afford to get sued.

David: Maddie. Nobody's suing
anybody. You know Agnes gets her
material from "Rhyme-a Word-a-
Day-Digest.” It was judt the luck of
the calendar.

Maddie | don'tcare. | don't likethe
sound of thiswhole thing.
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David: Maddie. Stay in Chicago.
(Then mumbling) | can't beieve |
hear mysdf saying that ... Ther€'s
nothing going on here, so why don't
you judt...

He stops, realizing she'saready made
up her mind.

David: What time'syour flight duein
agan?

COMMERCIAL

ACT Il
BLUE MOON OFHICE

It is later that same afternoon. The
music is playing. Jurgenson and
O'Nelll are on oppogite sides of the
office tossng a footbal back and
forth. Everyone eseis Sitting on top
of a dek, snacking, laughing, and
enjoying the picnic atmosphere. Bert
walksin the office.

Agnes. Where have you been?

Bert: | had to get away from dl this
fun for awhile. Thisis supposed to be
abusiness, you know?

Agnes. Bert, you redly need to light-
en up.

Bert does't respond, but looks over
to David's closed office door.

Bert: Mr. Addisonin?

Agnes. Yeeh. He'sintheretaking to
your friend.

Bert (aarmed): You mean Allison?
How long has she been in there? And
were they playing footbal when she
camein?
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Agnes. Sure. She caught apassfrom
Jurgenson.  But she just got here, s0
she missed thetoasted marshmallows.

Bert shakes his head and heads for
David's door.

Agnes. Bet! He sad no interrup-
tions. And | think that included you.
Anyway, what are you 0 worried
about, that Mr. Addison will come out
the hero in your story?

Bert (disgusted): No! But, how’sthis
going to look? Footbdl in the office.
Toasted marshmdlows. And there
hasn't been one client walk through
that door since she's been herel

Agnes. Isthat dl that’'s bugging you,
Bert? We ve gone a lot longer than
this without a client waking through
that door. You should have been here
in the first season...

Bert: Nothing's bugging me, Agnes.
And anyway, she doesn't need to
know about our dry spels. | just
thought | might be able to help out in
there, just in case Mr. Addison has a
different memory of certain events
than | do. You know how memories
are ...They can play tricks on you.

Agnes (laughs a him): Well, | guess
you'll find out when the article comes
out, won't you?

Bert: | guess.

He mopes over to his desk.

Cut to INSIDE DAVID’S OFFICE

Allison dits on the couch, and David
dtsinthe chair asthey talk.

Allison: So, did you dways want to
be a detective?

David (laughs): Hél, no. | wasn't
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redly a detective until Maddie Sarted
working here. Somedays, | till won-
der if  amnow. But I'll tell ya some-
thing. Maddie does't know it, but
shewas actudly my first case.

Allison: Redly? What do you mean?

David: | hadn't beenin LA toolong.
Needed ajab, you know? So, | Sart-
ed showing up on every doorstep of
every two-bit operation in LA until |
wandered into this place. There was
this old guy here passing out pay-
checks to a bunch of "do nothings'
with their hands out. | figured | could
"do nothing" as good as the next guy,
s0 | taked mysdf intoajob. I'dbea
gopher, apaper pusher, anything. The
thing was, there was nothing to "go
for" and no papersto push.

Allison: No cases?

David: No cases. No nothing. Back
then it was just me and Agnes and a
handful of other loafers that have
comeand gone. Only saw theold guy
who hired me on paydays. He'd stop
by, hand out the checks, and leave.
Not abad gig.

Allison: So, what did you mean that
Ms. Hayes was your first case?

David: | findly figured out that the
old guy was just a flunky or some-
thing. A front for "Mad Hayes, Inc.”
So, | started wondering, "What's Mad
Hayes, Inc.?' | had alot of timeonmy
hands, and | was supposed to be a
detective, right? So, | decided to
chase it down. Problem was, | chased
incirclesfor months...All theroadsto
Mad Hayes, Inc. led right back to that
same old guy.

Allison: So when did you figure it
out?
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David (laughs): About two years
later when Maddie showed up in
my officeready to fireusall. | told
ya, | wasn't much of a detective.

Allison laughs, and continues to
take notes.

Allison: So, you met when she
camein to fire you?

David: Yep. That's awhole other
story. Seems she was losing money
on us hand over fist. And sufficeit
to say, Maddie did not want to play
detective with me. Lucky for me,
shefinally did.

Allison: So, you two starting run-
ning a detective agency together
when neither one of you had really
ever been detectives before?

David: Not too smart, hun? But
we both needed jobs, so what the
hell? But getting her to go along
with me on this thing was maybe
the one smart thing I’ ve done in my
life. SoI’m sure not gonna second
guess it now.

Allison: Something must have
clicked because... well, you got
married, right?

David: Yeah, but that was a lot of
years and over sixty scripts later. It
didn't exactly click right off the bat,
but maybe we wore each other down.
Cdl it "On-The-Job Training."

Allison (laughing):  Oh, Mr.
Addison, thisis great stuff.

David: Look. Aslong as we're
talking here, let me ask you some-
thing flat out. What kind of thing
you got in mind here? | mean, we
don’'t usualy have people banging
on our door to get "The Real Blue

Moon Story." You interested in Pl
work or something?

Allison: Honestly? No. But, I'm
aways looking for good stories,
and when | met Bert, he seemed
tell a good story. You know, "The
Mind and Work of a Detective'?

David: Tell ya thetruth, you might
need a real talent with the quill to
draw any crime stories out of this
joint, Bert's tall tales not with-
standing...

Allison (checking her notepad): But
al those cases! Imagine ...chasing a
murderer in an airplane, posing as a
mental patient to trap a sexud
harasser ...and then actudly solving
the "perfect crime" single handedly.
| don’t know how hedid it dl.

David: | take it you don’t watch
much TV.

Allison: Excuse me?

David: Nothing. I’'ll admit he does
have aflair for the dramatic. Don’'t
get mewrong, there’'s some meat in
there. It's just that sometimes Bert
likes to add a little extra gravy.

Allison: Mr. Addison, are you say-
ing that Bert might have exaggerat-
ed alittle for my benefit?

David: Look, Bert's a good guy.
He might even be a pretty fair
detective, given his own show and
some good writers. It's just that,
like you said, hisreal talent is story
telling.

Allison (smiling): To tell you the
truth, Mr. Addison, I’'m not too
worried about that because | think
I’ve found a better dant for the
story anyway. | mean, this whole
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place is such a hoot! The recep-
tionist talks in rhymes ...You have
picnics and football in the office.

David: It's different, I'll give you
that. But I'm going to be straight
with you here. Maddie's a little
skittish that our offbeat style and
Bert's legendary heroics might not
read like such a hoot to potential
clients.

Allison: What are you getting at,
Mr. Addison?

David: Nothing. It'sjust that you'd
be doing me a favor if you could
just tone Bert down a notch in
print. Maybe use less exclamation
points or something...

Allison: Oh, | get it. She's got a
business to run.

David: You got it.

Allison:  Mr. Addison, | don’t
mean to get too personal here, but
what’s her story? How’d she end
up running a detective agency of all
things? She was model, right?

David: Like |l sad, that's another
story.

Allison: Well, I'd love to hear it
sometime.

David (looking her straight on):
Listen, | think you'’ re on the up and
up. Now, | can’'t promise anything,
but give me a day or two, and
maybe | can get her to tell you
about that herself. Let me see what
| can finagle.

Allison: That'd be great. Bert has
my number. | guess | better run.
Thanks for everything.

David (smiles): Okay. Seeya.
132

Allison leaves David's office walks
by Agnes out the Blue Moon door.
David sits back down at his desk
for a few seconds. Suddenly, he
rushes towards his door, but real-
izes he is too late to catch her.

David (mumbling): | gottaask her
which subscription we should
renew . . .

Cut to THE BEAMER

It is night. David is driving.
Maddie occasionally glances back
at the baby as they drive.

Maddie: Great. So, now she's
won you over and you want me to
talk to her.

David: Will you just hear me out?
Something about this just doesn’t
add up. She'sjust not slick enough
to be a big time reporter. And |
don’t think she’s out to do a hatch-
et job on us. Just talk to her, and
you'll see what | mean.

Maddie (lets out a deep breath):
Why should 17?

David: Because you'll feel better
if you do. And it’'ll help me figure
out if I'm reading this thing right.
And because we might just be able
to do an end-run around Viola and
steer this baby home.

M addie (shaking her head): | don’t
know if it's the jet lag or what, but
for the life of me, | can’t think of a
good argument for you right now.

COMMERCIAL
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ACT IV

The next morning, Allison is seated
across from Maddie's desk with pen
and paper in hand, and David beside
her. Maddieisbehind thedesk. They
are in mid-conversation.

Allison:  So, what was your first
case? | mean, once you went into
business together?

Maddie (to David): Wasn't it that
one you stole? | didn’t find that out
until years later.

David: Not stole exactly. | was just
in the right place a the right time on
that one.

Maddie (smiling): | just remember
that it was my first experience as a
detective and hetold me | didn't have
theright look. Couldn’t pull it off, he
sad. Doesn't exactly build confi-
dence...

David (smiling also): Maddie, you
didn't exactly fit it in with those low
lifes. But you pulled it off pretty
good. We managed to find a contract
killer without getting anybody killed,
s0 we thought maybe we weren't
half-bad &t this.

Allison: So, things picked up after
that?

Maddie (looking at David): | would-
n't exactly say that. That first year
was pretty difficult, wasn't it?

David: Yep. But it had its moments.

Maddie Hed give me pep taks
every day about everything from
entrepreneureal zed to Kleenex to
keep me from closing the place
down. | didn’t know what I’d gotten
myself into. And we didn't exactly
have same business philosophy ...
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Allison: But was there some defin-
ing moment when you made the deci-
sion to commit to the business rather
than close down?

Maddie (dghs, looking a David
again): | don't know if it was one
moment. But it was probably some-
time after he followed me to Buenos
Aires and convinced me to get on
with things.

Allison: You went to Buenos Aires
on acase?

Maddie: No. Not exactly. We hadn't
been in very business long. And |
went down there to try to get back a
great deal of money that had been
golen from me... But David was
right. It was time to move on.

David: | jugt didn't think it was
doing her any good to hang on to that
dream. It wasgone. Letitgo.

Allison: So, you came back and
findly started getting some cases.

David: They darted to straggle in.
Probably every nutball case in LA.
But wetook alot of ‘em, argued over
al of ‘em, and even solved afew.

Maddiee More than a few, as |
remembe.

Allison: Any memorable ones come
to mind? Either of you?

David: The first thing we had to do
iIs come to some meeting of the
minds. Being detectives wasthe easy
part. But we nearly killed each other
in the process.

Allison: How long did it take you to
get on the same page?

Maddie: We'll let you know as soon
as it happens.
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David: There were a few landmark
cases in the early days. Like the
Everett case, for one.

Allison: What made that case signif-
icant for you?

Maddie: It had some very serious
issuesinvolved. Euthanasia, for one.

David: That, and shekissed meinthe
parking garage. First timel

Allison smiles big. Maddie cringes.

Maddie David! And| did not. He
kissed me.

David: Now, let’snot start that again.

Maddie David, | think Allison is
interested in how we built the bus-
ness up. Tel her about the Graydon
case.

David: Graydon?

Maddie: There was a great ded of
money at stake for us, but it adso
involved a possible kidnapping. We
hadn’'t been in business together very
long...

David: Oh, yeah! Thelimbo case! |
stood to get a three grand bonus in
that dedl.

Allison: Thelimbo case?

Maddie (rolling her eyes): Thelimbo
thing was a little asde. And | won
that bet, if you remember...

David: Tak about comingto amest-
ing of the minds. Maddie decided
that | wasn't mature enough for her. |
mean, as abusiness partner. Thekids
here in the office used to like to
limbo, you know, just for fun...

Maddie David, | meant tdl her
about the case. ..

David: | never understood the case
anyway. But after that, we usudly
tried to meet each other haf way. And
now, some of us even limbo on spe-
cia occasions, right Maddie?

Maddie now seemsresigned to let the
interview stray off the path she had in
mind.

Maddie (smiles): Right.

Allison (taking notes furioudly): So,
what was your favorite case? Ms.
Hayes?

Maddie: I'm not sure | have a
favorite. But | remember one that we
stumbled onto accidentdly that turned
out to be a godsend. It was the first
time | met David's brother. You want
totel it?

David (smiles): Yeah. He startswav-
ing this "found" money around. The
guy who "found" the money first was
a little tense about losing track of it.
The cops were alittle tense about los-
ing track of him. We spread alittle of
hiswedth around at the mall one day.
The guy turned himsdf in...

Maddie: And the reward money gave
us a little reprieve, which we redly
needed a thetime. | dso think David
and hisbrother came away with a bet-
ter appreciation for each other.

David: ‘Til then, Maddie was spend-
ing her time appreciating him.

Maddie That's not true.

David (teesing): It sure is. He was
darting to look pretty good to her,
until she figured out al that moola he
was throwing around wasn't his.

Maddie (smiles): | might haveturned
my head for ahaf aminute. That'sall.
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And | didn’'t know you noticed.

Allison (putting her pen down): |
don’'t meanto get too persond here, but
when did it gart to happen for you
two?

Maddie and David just look a each
other.

David (smiling): You want to field
that one?

Maddie Wdll, I'd say it was a grad-
ua thing. Don't you think?

David: Not for me, it wasn't. | just
didn’t think | had a chance.

Allison: So, when did you think you
might?

David: Hard to say. But my firg
inkling might have been when she
showed up out of the blue when |
went to New York.

Maddie smiles, looking alittle embar-
rassed.

Allison: What was that about? Were
you on acase?

David: No, I went back for a funer-
a. By mysdf, you know? And| come
back to the hotel room one night and
there sheis. She just showed up.

Allison: That's S0 swest.

Maddie: Impulsve. That's for sure.
We'd had a pretty heated discussion
that morning over abusiness matter.

David: I'll say it was heated. You
could' vefried an egg on her forehead!

Maddie: Then he got acdl and had
to leave before we straightened it out.
| guess| just felt bad for him.

Allison: So, things started to change

-
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dfter that?

Maddie: Not right after. But we prob-
ably came back with a different per-

Spective.

David: What she meansis, things had
been smmering for awhile. Maybe
they just started to bubble alittle after
thet.

Allison (looking at both of them
looking at each other): So, | guess
we should get back to the business.
Mr. Addison, | haven't asked you
what your favorite case was.

David: | wouldn't call this a
favorite, but | will tell you one I'll
never forget because Maddie
cracked it. No doubt about it.
Brought me down a peg or two.

Allison: 1'd love to hear about it.

Maddie: Me, too.

David: One time an old friend of
mine came in here claiming she'd
lost something, some jewelry, |
think. She wanted Maddie to find
it. Except she wasn’t exactly on the
up and up.

Maddie smiles as she immediately
remembers the case he's re-telling.

Maddie: A very good friend of his,
evidently. And I’ll admit, it didn’t
sit very well with me almost from
the start.

David: That's putting it mildly.
You didn’t like her from the word
go, did you?

Maddie: It all just seemed a little
too convenient. She shows up. A
day or two later, her husband is
dead. It was just hard to believe
someone like that could be capable
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of murder.

Allison: A murder case? Wow!
That must have difficult for you,
Mr. Addison, seeing a friend
involved in amurder case.

David: Yeah. But it was worth
the price of admission to see her
jealous.

Maddie | toldyou, | wasn't jelous.

David: Don't be so modest, Maddie.
You had it figured right off. And if
you didn’t have your antenna up over
the whole thing, she would' ve gotten
away scott free.

Maddie: You just weren't seeing
things clearly. And | wasn't ...
Anyway, go on, Allison. I’'m sorry
we seem to keep getting off topic
like this.

Allison (as she takes notes): Don't
worry. You're giving me plenty.
Now, just a little more background
info. Did you two date along time
before you got married? | mean,
did you spend a lot of time togeth-
er outside of the office? Besides
going to Buenos Aires and New
York, of course...

Maddie (to David): Did we ever
go out on a date?

David (to Allison): Not according
to her we didn’t. We tried a few
times. Just never worked out too
well.

Maddie: We did go out to dinner
the first time you met my parents.

David: Because your dad invited
me. How ‘bout that time you first
met Richie?

Maddie: That was only because
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you were trying to impress him.
But we did go to your dad’s wed-
ding together.

David: Yeah. That one might count.

Maddie: Then there was the
engagement party.

David: Another disaster. How
‘bout the Laundromat?

Maddie (smiles): Now, that was a
date...

Allison watches them in amaze-
ment. Her head moves back and
forth, looking at him, then her, as
they banter effortlessly like atennis
match.

Allison: How do you guysdo that?
Maddie: Do what?
David: Yearsof practice.

Allison: Okay then, moving right
along. Back to the business... How
is it having both a personal and a
business relationship? | mean, like
when you go out on cases.

David: Maddie probably worries
about that more than | do.

Maddie: 1've aways thought it's
better to keep the two separate as
much as possible.

Allison: So, you've never let it
interfere with the business?

David and Maddiejust look at each
other and smile.

David: That’'s up for debate.

Allison: | guess now that you're
married, it's even harder.

Maddie: | don't know. | think it
might even be a little easier now
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than it used to be.
Allison: Why isthat?

Maddie: Probably because we've
finally learned how to maintain a
balance.

David: And because she didn’t want
anyone to know we had more than a
nodding acquaintance back then.

Maddie: It wasn't that exactly.
David: It was that exactly.

Allison: So, what made you finally
decideto let it al out?

Maddie: | don’'t think it was any-
thing we really decided.

David: But it got pretty hard to
hide while she was pregnant.

Maddie (looks a him, embar-
rassed): David!

Allison: I'm sorry. | shouldn’t have
asked that. We seem to keep veer-
ing off topic. I'll try to watch that.

David: We've been having that
problem for years. It's okay.

Maddie: It redly is. Go on, Allison.

Allison: Last few questions. Can
either of you think of a case where
it redly started to click? One where
you turned a corner somehow and
there was no going back?

David (looking at Maddie): A cou-
ple come to mind.

Maddie (looking back at him):
One or two do stand ouit.

David: Thefirst onewas probably...

Maddie and David (together):
The McClafferty Case.

Allison: That’'samazing. You said
that right at the same time!

David: You think that's something,
you ought to stick around and eaves-
drop with the rest of ‘em out there.
You' d get an earful.

Allison (laughs): So, that’sthe first
one where you realy knew you
could make the business go?

David: No, I think we kinda got our
footing under us awhile before that.

Maddie: We were actually doing
fairly well by then.

Allison: So, what was it about that
one?

Maddie (carefully): | think we
both just felt a real connection to
that one somehow. Wouldn't you
agree, David?

David: Big connection.

Allison waits for more, but thereis
an awkward silence for a few sec-
onds.

Allison: Ok! So...Were there any
others?

Maddie:
therewas...

Then right after that

Maddie and David (together
again): The Kendall Case.

Maddiee A completely different
set of circumstances there...

David: But | think we both kinda
took that one to heart, too.

Maddie Yes. Wedid.

Allison: So, what were they about?
Were they tough to crack?

David and Maddie just look at each
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other before ether of them answers.
Allison notices both their voices
change in tone, as they look at each
other and choose their words more
carefully.

David: We probably shouldn’t get
into too many of the particulars.

Maddie: David'sright. Client con-
fidentiality. These are very person-
al issues.

Allison: | promise to change the
names to protect the innocent.

David: Let's just say, some of it
hit close to home...

Maddie: There were a lot of par-
alels...

David: We were into some new
territory...

Maddie: It wasvery complicated...

Allison looks at each of them, hop-
ing one of them will elaborate.

David: Like you said, | think we
just felt we turned a corner there.

Maddie: There was no going back.

Allison shifts uncomfortably, then
tries to lighten the mood.

Allison: But it worked out, right?

Maddie (eyeing David): And it

worked out.
David (eyeing Maddie): Right.

Allison: Well, Ms. Hayes, Mr.
Addison, | think I’ve taken up
enough of your time. | can’t thank
you enough. You've al been just
great. I'll make sure you get a copy
of the story when it’s done.

David closes Maddie's office door
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behind her as she leaves, and turns
back to Maddie.

Maddie: Hey, we kind of got off
track a few times there. And |
think we might have left a few
details out of that last answer.

David: So, she got the condensed
version. Besides it did work out,
didn’'t it?

Maddie: Eventually. We just
skipped a few plot twists.

David: Good. We didn't need alot
of those plot twists anyway.

Maddie (smiles): Maybe. | just
wonder if it will leave holes in the
article.

David (bells go off): Damn! The
articlel  We still don't know what
subscription to renew!

Maddie just chuckles as the scene
ends.

COMMERCIAL

EPILOGUE
DAVID’S OFFICE

David is gitting at his desk when
Maddie walksin.

Maddie: Look what came in the
mail?

David: Lookslikeamagazine. Is
it...?

Maddie: Sureis, with anote from
Allison.

Maddie reads;

Not sure how it happened — | set
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out to write a detective story, but
thanks to you two, somehow it
ended up as a romance!

Allison

Maddie tosses the magazine on
David's desk and he looks down at
the magazine cover reading "News
of Our Life and Times."

David: What happened to "Time"
or "Newsweek?' | would' ve even
settled for "Life,” if it's still
around...

Maddie: It seemsthat thisisacol-
lege publication. We made the
"Off Campus Romance" section.
By the way, she added a PS.

P.S. The version | wrote for my
Intro. To Screen Writing class got
an A-. Professor's comment —
Interesting premise. With right
casting, might even find an audi-
ence.

David: | guess nobody watches
TV anymore...

Maddiee Well, at least we can't
|lose too much business on an arti-
cle nobody reads.

David: Where'sViola?

Maddie: He'sgoing to be crushed.
She called him Herbert Quintola.

David heads for his door.
Maddie: David!

David: [I'll be right back. | just
want to show Mr. Quintola what
can happen when you open doors
for strangers.

Maddie: So, are you going to read
the story?

IssuE 1



Blue Moon Rising Cont'd

David: Wecould put itinthetrash
heap. And Bert can take my turn
stacking it.

Maddie (clutches the magazine):
Absolutely not. | love a good
romance.

David (stops at the door and winks
back at her): Just wait ‘til tonight...
Besides, | think you already know
how this one ends.

She smiles back mischievously as
he walks out of the office.

David: BERT!!!

Freeze frame on him heading out
the door as the

EPISODE ENDS
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