Barbara Hall Interview

Cont’'d

because it brought the
show into a whole new
level - with all these dif-
ferent possibilities.

BH: Right, and | wanted to make
sure that people didn’'t get ahead of
the show because you aways want
to make sure that people aren’t get-
ting ahead of you. But it's especial-
ly important when you're writing
God because God can’t be a char-
acter that you can predict, you
know? When you're trying to char-
acterize God it's very tricky
because God is unknowable and
God is amystery and if he became
too predictable then it would
become unbelievable in a way.

JC: Yes, well that's one of
my favorite things about the
show. It keeps you guess-
ing. I mean, for me, I get
the impression that you
have some kind of a vision
of where you want certain
characters to go. I get the
feeling from watching the
show that Joan has some

kind of big mission that
she’s supposed to accom-
plish. I don’t feel like you're
picking ideas out of a hat. I
feel like you've really got a
kind of road where you're
taking this show.

BH: Well, the show kind of works
on two levels which is, we always
work thematically, so you start
from where | want to write a show
about revenge or | want to write a
show about vanity, and then you
just put it in a real human level.
You just do a story that you could
do on any show whether or not God
wasin it, and then you sort of wrap
it around the equation of God.
These shows are so thought out, the
writers spend so much time.
Another thing that happens in the
process of writing is that you can
have an outline down to the nth
degree and then when you’ re writ-
ing it something else happens. It
just always surprises you.

CT: Without revealing any
specifics, how do you envision
Joan of Arcadia

things like now you're thinking
about college and so we're dealing
with issues like they’re starting to
think about their futures and those
kinds of things. The show will
mature along with her. But | don’'t
know. | tend to think of shows one
season at a time. When we come
back, | sit down with the writers
and talk about what is this season
going to be about what do we want
to accomplish by the end of this
season, and it tends to work pretty
well. It worked on Judging Amy
and | hope it’s going to work here.

JC: So Joan, Adam and
Grace are in their junior
year now in high school?

BH: Yeah. They're al in physics
this year instead of chemistry.

CT: We noticed that Curtis
Armstrong, who played
Bert in Moonlighting,
played God in one episode.

BH: Hedid. (In the episode Saving
Grace)

evolving ? |
BH: wel, we They're (Amber Tamblyn

have a built in and Christopher Marquette)

evolutionary
device which is ¢ disarming. Both of

that she's going
to graduate high
school, so what
we confronted
this year was
how does the
world look dif-
ferent when
you're a junior .
as opposed to a WAS like.

sophomore. It's

them. | think for a lot of
people, it either speaks to
teenagers now or people
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_ _ remember what that
Chemistry works with teenagers, too. Adam and

Joan are the main reason people are watching (Besides
Joan talking to God).
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CT: Do you have any plans
to have other Moonlighting
actors guest star?

BH: You know, | haven't thought
about that but now | will (chuckles).

JC: Cool!

DM: Wouldn't it be inter-
esting if Cybill showed
up as God?

JC: Yeah!
ALL: (Laugh)

BH: A lot of decisions have to be
made when you're doing a show
that has some sort of metaphysical
conceit. You have to sort of make
up the rules of your universe, and
obviously one of the things we
were tempted to do and thought
about doing was stunt casting God.
But then we suddenly decided,
"No, God needs to be anonymous."
You can't be thinking, "There's
Bruce Willis!" You know what |
mean?

ALL: (Laugh)

BH: And it's adso the fun of never
knowing if it's God or not.

CT: Yeah. That's a good
choice because, for me,
it felt a lot more real.

JC: You feel like you can
relate to God more because
otherwise you just think,
"Oh look! Bruce Willis is
starring as God."

BH: Right. Exactly. You know
what’s funny is that in hindsight it
looks like all those things are "Oh
yeah, that makes sense." But these
were the decisionsthat | just felt so
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confronted with like a million
things like that that | had to decide
before we could even get going,
you know?

DM: Yes, sometimes stunt
casting is almost like des-
peration, because it's not
like you need the ratings.

BH: Yeah, it has to be organic. |
mean, we have some really inter-
esting casting coming up but just
because it's good casting and not
because we're trying to sort of
wave a flag. But we have Cloris
Leachman coming up in an
episode, which is exciting, but
she’s not playing God.

CT: Are there any plans
for the 1st season of
Joan of Arcadia to be
released on DVD?

BH: Yes. That's in the works right
NOW.

JC: The fans will be very
happy to hear that. That's
a very popular question on
all the Joan of Arcadia
message boards.

BH: Well, | tried to get the DVD and
the CD to come out last year but
there were rights issues and | think
that they have finally gotten sorted
out. But that’s going to happen.

CT: Are there going to be
any extras like commen-
tary?

BH: Oh yeah. We were just talking
about that yesterday, about what
we wanted the extra bonus materi-
al to be, so there will some things
from the actors and then we'll do a
commentary.

JC: Oh that's great.

CT: Well, besides being an
accomplished writer, you're
also a singer and musician.
Tell us about your band The
Enablers.

BH: The Enablers has sort have been
going about S, seven yearsbut it'sbeen
changing. It darted out as a blue grass
duo, but now it'sarock band. It'safive
member, Sometimesasx member, band
and we play around LA and we judt fin-
ished a CD, which we ve been trying to
get digribution for.

CT: Is it going to be on an
independent record label?

BH: Right now we reon anindependent
record labd. We did it oursdves but |
would liketo try to get Somebaody to pick
it up for distribution becausethe hard part
isdone We medethe record, you know?
But now | wouldjust liketofindaway to
ot it out there where | don't have to be
pedding it. Manly because it's so time
consuming.

DM: In regards to your band,
how often do you get to play?

BH: I'm shoating for like one gig a
month, but maybe not because | can't do
morethan oneamonth. Onegigamonth
is a lesst one renearsd and it doesn't
sound like alat, but it's actudly alot to
put together because you adso have to
emall people and get people to the gig
and dl that kind of quff. It can be time
consuming.

CT: Do you write your own
songs or do you have people
writing songs? Do covers?

BH: | write my own songs The CD is
origind. Actudly, we do one Woaody
Guthrie cover and then sometimeswhen

-
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stisorigind Suff.

JC: Will you ever
write a song for
Joan of Arcadia?

BH: | did! It wasladt yesr.
It was a song cdled
Mysery and it was playing
when Kevin and Joan
were taking and she was
edingicecream. It wasthe
yearbook episode. | think it
was & the end of the sec-
ond act. That's my song.

Amber Tamblyn (Joan)
and Christopher Marquette
(Adam) pull off a Maddie
and David moment in No

JC: Anonymous. Bad Guy.
BH: Ok. DM: They're an intelligent
bunch over there.
CT: Oh wow!
BH: WA, | don't check the other
BH: And | want to do morebecauseit's  pogrds much. Thereason, the only rea-
redlly fun. son | don't is | don't want be influ-
) enced. It can drive you crazy. | just
IC: Oh yeah! want to besurethat I'm doing the show
CT: Is it going to be on the tha |l wanttodo. Butit'sawaysfunto
Joan of Arcadia CD? check in and make sure that people are

liking it and finding out what they're

BH: If we ever get the CD togethe, | jiking and wht they’ re responding to.

would certainly lobby to haveit onthere.

CT: Are you surprised that
Joan of Arcadia has been
such an instant hit?

|
BH: 1 do. Wherel goisTdeisonwith. *++tN€ Main thing about

out Pity becauseit sjust suchanhonorto- thjs castis how much they

be liked by them.

DM: Oh yeah. That's a good love the show and they

one. are so enthusiastic about
it, and | feel like that

BH: And they write such intereding

commentary on the show.
shows up on the screen.
|

DM: By the way, do you
check the Joan of Arcadia
boards to see what the fans
are writing?

JC: Yeah they do.
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BH: Yes I'm dways surprised.
| did, however, fed (good) about
the show when | pitched it and
when | deveoped it. When it
came on ar my atitude was
adways "Le’'s not do the show
unless were going to do it
WE re not going to do averson
of this show. We' re not
going to go hafway
there” And the net-
work to ther credit
agreed from the begin-
ning and they kept their
word and they dways
just let me do the show
thet | wanted to do. So
my feding about the
show was that people
will ather want to see it or they won't
and we'll know right away because it's
not like it's going to grow on people
(laughing).

DM: Did you pitch it to Les
Moonves? (now Co-President,
Co-Chief Operating Officer of
CBS.) I mean, did you actu-
ally end up talking to him
about it?

BH: | pitched it to Nancy Telem
(Presdent of CBS Entertainment, at
the time) and they pretty much bought
itintheroom or the next day, and when
| was giving interviews for the begin-
ning of the year, everybody wanted to
hear the network nightmare storiesand
there just weren't any, you know? |
have other nightmare stories, but it did-
n’'t come from the network.

JC: How is it working with
the rest of the cast like
Becky Wahlstrom and Mary
Steenburgen?

BH: They arejudt the grestest cadt. |

VOLUME 3 - IssUuE 1



Barbara Hall Interview

Cont’'d

mean, part of it isthey’ re greet togeth-
er and they are great people. | mean,
these are people | would hang out with
and that's dways nice. But the main
thing about this cast ishow much -they
love the show and they are so enthus-
adtic about it, and | fed like that shows
up on the screen.

JC: It does.

BH: And that's dl true with the crew.
You jugt can't believe how much peo-
ple love working on the show, you
know?And that meansalat.

JC: That's great! You men-
tioned the CD and the way
you use music on the show,
and I've noticed that in cer-
tain scenes you use music
somewhat like Moonlighting
did. It's not only background
music. It tells what's hap-
pening in the scene between
the characters.

BH: Yeah. Wdll, of course, music is
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something that | redly care alot about
and think alot about and the approach
to the music on this show is thet we
have three levels of music. We have a
score and we have background music
which you don't necessarily hear the
lyrics to, but we play it through out a
scene which is sort of an unusud
aoproach. | wasn't sure we could do it
in the beginning, but now I like it and
it's become sort of a signature thing.
And then we festure a song sometimes
in ascene and the feature song tendsto
comment more on the scene.
Sometimes you want to comment and
sometimes you want to play agang it.
It just depends on the moment. We just
put alot of thought and time into pick-
ing the songs for the show.

DM: Our last question — what
do you think about the land-
scape of television today with
reality and scripted TV?

BH: Wll, I'm as disturbed as anybody
by the way redity TV is cutting into
my job. But in away, | try to look for
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"Joan of Arcadia" (2003) TV Series (executive producer)
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the positive. So when any time apara
digm changes, and I’ ve been in televi-
sonlong enough that I’ ve seen it when
comedy was dead and dramawas dead
and then everything's deed and then it
wasgoing to begame shows. It'scydli-
cd s0 you kind of have to wait it out.
But in the meantime, | think what peo-
plelikemehavetodo... It'sincumbent
upon me to counter program with
something redly thought provoking
because, you know, it's fine if there's
that whole arena but we have to count-
er program that and redly raise the
leve of their game.

JC: Well thank you, Ms. Hall.
It was a pleasure.

CT: Thank you very much.

DM: Yes, thank you so much
and we will be in touch.

BH: Ok. Tdk to you later.

SPECIAL NOTE: Sadly, CBS has
cancdled Joan of Arcadia after its
second season.
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